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ment to pervert functions delegated to it, and to use them with
sectional discrimination against the minority.

The resistance to the admission of Dlissouri as a State, in
1820, was evidently not owing to any moral or constitutional
considerations, but merely to political motives; and the com-
pensation exacted for granting what was simply a right, was
the exclusion of the South from equality in the enjoyment of
territory which justly belonged equally to both, and which was
what the enemies of the South stigmatized as “slave territory,”
when acquired.

The sectional policy then indicated brought to its support the
passions that spring from man’s higher nature, but which, like
all passions, if misdirected and perverted, become hurtful and,
it may be, destructive. The year 1835 was marked by the pub-
lic agitation for the abolition of that African servitude which
existed in the South, which antedated the Union, and had existed
in every one of the States that formed the Confederation. By
a great misconception of the powers belonging to the General
Government, and the responsibilities of citizens of the Northern
States, many of those citizens were, little by little, brought to
the conclusion that slavery was a sin for which tiey were an-
swerable, and that it was the duty of the Federal Government
to abate it. Though, at the date above referred to, numerically
so weak, when compared with either of the political parties at
the North, as to excite no apprehension of their power for evil,
the public demonstrations of the Abolitionists were violently re-
buked generally at the North. The party was contemned on
account of the character of its leaders, and the more odious
because chief among them was an Englishman, one Thompson,
who was supposed to be an emissary, whose mission was to pre-
pare the way for a dissolution of the Union. Let us hope that
it was reverence for the obligations of the Constitution as the
soul of the Union that suggested lurking danger, and rendered
the supposed emissary for its destruction so odious that he was
driven from a Massachusetts hall where he attempted to lec-
ture. But bodies in motion will overcome bodies at rest, and
the unreflecting too often are led by captivating names far from
the principles they revere.
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